
15th-18th 
centuries

The Bretlands were minor freeholders in 
Hollingworth from around 1408. Reginald is 

dressed in the gown of a Sergeant-at-
Law, the highest order of barrister in 

England. He lived at Thorncliffe Hall.
Here lies buried whatever was mortal of
REGINALD BRETLAND; Serjeant-at-Law,
descended from an honourable family,
illustrious in virtue, in learning, in genius;
who, prudent in deliberating, eloquent in speaking; resolute in acting,
anxious for peace, avoiding litigation, faithful
in the highest degree to his clients,
managed the affairs of others committed to his charge
as diligently as his own,
nor ever preferred instituting a law-suit to removing
the cause of controversy.
No day passed by him unemployed.
At last, satiated with life,
his soul, replete with virtues, deserving well of his country,
he peacefully surrendered to God on the third day
of April, in the year of our Lord 1703, in the 62nd year of his age.
Let us labour incessantly.

On a slight thread depend man's transient joys;
With sudden lapse his firmest hopes decay;
Time while we speak, on envious pinions flies.
Snatch the swift hour nor trust a future day.       Horace, Ode 5, Book 1

hollingwoth 
chapel



In 1895, Reginald Bretland’s marble 
effigy was moved from the chancel to its 

present place in the corner of the 
Hollingworth Chapel.

ln the same year the west gallery was 
demolished and the organ was moved 
from there into the chapel. This instrument 

lasted for about  100 years, but became too 
expensive to repair.

It was replaced in 1998 by the  present high 
quality Makin electronic organ. The 
loudspeakers for the new organ are 

located over the archway between the 
chapel and the north aisle, and the console is 

now in the south aisle.

The chapel is now used as a choir vestry, 
meeting room and crèche.

19th/20th 
centuries



In 2003, a new light oak screen was 
installed, between the chancel and the 

Hollingworth chapel, to provide sound 
insulation for the crèche in the chapel 
and heat insulation for the choir as 

they practise there.

This was funded by a bequest from Bill Band, 
and donations from John and Jean Richardson, 

and the Friends of Mottram Parish Church.

21st 
century



We have no plans to make any changes here in the
Hollingworth Chapel.

We did consider moving Reginald Bretland's
marble effigy out of the chapel, but we felt that
this would be an expensive and difficult operation,

compared to any benefit it would bring.

We’d love to know what you think:
~ Fill in a paper or on-line questionnaire ~ Leave a post-it comment

on one of the white boards ~
mottramparish.org.uk/heritage/bigplan

our plans FOR THE
Hollingworth chapel


